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7.0 APPENDIX A – WEATHERBOARD COTTAGES COMPARATIVE STUDY 

7.1 PREAMBLE 

Weatherboard buildings are an important element of the city as they are amongst 
the oldest residential buildings in the City. They contribute a unique character to 
their streets and bring diversity to city life.  They also often signal the early 
development of Sydney’s inner suburbs as areas were subdivided for residential 
development and also the common building methods of the time.  However, they 
are becoming increasingly rare and have been under threat of demolition. 

A heritage study of weatherboard cottages in the South Sydney LGA was prepared 
in 2004: 

Musecape Pty Limited (in association), Draft South Sydney Weatherboard Buildings 
Survey Report, dated February 2004 

The report was prepared in response to a perceived threat to weatherboard 
buildings in the south Sydney LGA.  Over 300 weatherboard buildings were identified 
and of these, 270 were surveyed with many recommended for addition to the South 
Sydney LEP Schedule. Following amalgamation, the cottages are now within the 
City of Sydney LGA, 

The report gives a good overview of the development of weatherboard and timber 
buildings in Sydney and the pattern of development in Sydney as larger 
landholdings and estates were subdivided for residential development including 
small-scale subdivision for workers’ cottages.  Timber was favoured by working class 
owners and builders as it was cheaper and easier to build. 

Unfortunately, the use of timber has often led to substantial changes to, or 
demolition of, weatherboard cottages as the material was prone to white ant 
damage and rot and the houses were seen as less substantial than masonry 
buildings.  They were also easier to alter. 

7.2 COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS 

The following schedule is a comparative study of selected weatherboard cottages 
in the Sydney Local Government Area (LGA) that are listed as heritage items or that 
are regarded as Contributory elements in a conservation area. 

The cottages were chosen on the basis that they are listed items in the LEP or 
Contributory items in a conservation area and are comparable in scale (single 
storey), form, materials and detail.  The schedule also provides the statements of 
significance for the properties to see what level of significance and intactness was 
the threshold for listing. 

Common characteristic identified in the study below are 

• Construction in the late Victorian period
• Modest scale and detail
• Double fronted form with hipped and gabled roofs
• Retention of the primary form and posted verandahs
• Some level of change and refurbishment internally
• Rear additions

The statements of significance often refer to the cottages as being rare and 
signalling the early development of the area.  
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7.3 46 CHISHOLM STREET 
 
The cottage at 46 Chisholm Street has all of the characteristics noted in Section 7.2 
above and remains readable as an early cottage in the conservation area.   
 
It is rare being the only weatherboard cottage in the Chisholm Estate subdivision of 
the conservation area and is of a comparable standard and level of intactness to 
the properties noted in the Schedule. 
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7.4 934 ELIZABETH STREET, ZETLAND 
 
Address 934 Elizabeth Street, Zetland 
Date Late Victorian 
Description A simple symmetrical single storey double fronted weatherboard cottage which 

has been vinyl clad. The building features timber double hung windows, posted 
verandah, cast iron lacework, 3 brick chimneys with corbelled collars and 
original chimney pots and an original 4 panelled front door. 

History Not known 
Photos  

 
 

  

 
 

Plan  

 
 

SHI 2420710 
Significance A good example of a late Victorian modest cottage and a rare example of an 

intact weatherboard cottage in the Zetland Estate which has retained its 
original form and detail. 

Notes The cottage has been altered and modernised internally and extended to the 
rear but retains its original form and detail to its elevation (weatherboards 
overclad) and its posted verandah 
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7.5 117 HEREFORD STREET, FOREST LODGE 
 
Address 117 Hereford Street, Forest Lodge 
Date c. 1876 
Description Double fronted weatherboard cottage with gabled, corrugated metal roof with 

posed verandah to the front 
History Built in 1876 and refurbished in 2008 
Photos  

 
 

  

 
 

Plan  
 

SHI 2427730 
Significance A rare surviving weatherboard workers' cottage within the Glebe/Forest Lodge 

area 
Notes The cottage has been altered and modernised internally but retains its original 

form and detail to its front elevation and its posted verandah 
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7.6 72 HORDERN STREET, NEWTOWN 
 
Address 72 Hordern Street, Newtown (Rhoda Cottage) 
Date c.1876 
Description Double fronted weatherboard cottage with gabled, corrugated metal roof with 

posted verandah to the front 
History Part of O’Connell Town Village that was a subdivision of the land grant to 

William Bligh in 1803.  First occupant recorded in 1879 was Joseph Collins 
Photos  

 
 

Plan  
 

SHI 2431153 
Significance 72 Hordern Street is of aesthetic and historical significance as a fine example of 

a single storey, simple, wide weatherboard cottage representing a class of 
dwellings now rare in Sydney generally. It is of aesthetic significance as part of a 
weatherboard group of buildings which contribute to the streetscape, with Nos. 
74-76 Hordern Street adjacent 

Notes The cottage has been altered and modernised (2004) but retains its original form 
and detail to its front elevation and its posted verandah 
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7.7 54 JENNINGS STREET, ALEXANDRIA 
 
Address 54 Jennings Street, Alexandria 
Date c. 1900 
Description Double fronted weatherboard cottage with gabled, corrugated metal roof with 

verandah to front 
History Part of the Waterloo Estate of William Hutchinson’s 1823 land Grant  
Photos  

 
 

Plan  
SHI 2431156 
Significance Of aesthetic and historical significance as a good example of a Federation 

detached working class cottage associated with the adjacent early local 
industries and the Eveleigh Railway Workshops. It has high integrity as part of a 
unique small group of weatherboard buildings in the area and for its own intact 
form and detailing 

Notes The cottage retains its original form and detail to its front elevation and its 
posted verandah 
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7.8 46 LITTLE CLEVELAND STREET, REDFERN 
 
Address 46 Little Cleveland Street, Redfern 
Date c. early 1880s 
Description Double fronted weatherboard cottage with hipped, corrugated metal roof with 

posted verandah to the front  
History Part of the Edward’s Smith Hall’s grant of 1822subdivided by Frederick Unwin in 

1829.  The house appears in the Sands Directory in 1884 occupied by Elizabeth 
Patterson 

Photos  

 
 

Plan  

 
 

SHI 2431155 
Significance Of historical and aesthetic significance as an early working class cottage, rare 

due to its weatherboard construction and illustrating the variety of working class 
housing in the 19th century in this area. Due to its construction materials it 
appears to be one of the earliest houses in Little Cleveland Street 

Notes The cottage has been altered and modernised internally and appears to have 
a two storey extension to the rear but retains its original form and detail to its 
front elevation and its posted verandah 
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7.9 21 QUEEN STREET, BEACONSFIELD 
 
Address 21 Queen Street, Beaconsfield (Beaufort) 
Date Post 1895 
Description Narrow, double fronted weatherboard cottage with gabled, corrugated metal 

roof with posted verandah to the front  
History Part of the Beaconsfield Estate 
Photos  

 
 

Plan  
SHI 2431157 
Significance Of aesthetic and historical significance as a relatively intact Federation 

weatherboard cottage which illustrates the variety of working class housing in 
this area, and demonstrates association between the provision of working class 
housing in the late 19th and early 20th century in this area and the proximity to 
industrial area operating at that time 

Notes The cottage has been altered and modernised internally and has a two storey 
extension to the rear but retains its original form and detail to its front elevation 
and its posted verandah 
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7.10 43 UNION STREET, NEWTOWN 
 
Address 43 Union Street, Newtown (Wonga) 
Date c. 1880s 
Description Double fronted weatherboard cottage with hipped, corrugated metal roof with 

later, posted verandah to the front  
History First recorded in the Sands Directory in 1882 occupied by sawyer, Alexander 

Storer 
Photos  

 
 

Plan  
SHI 2431148 
Significance Wonga is of aesthetic significance as a late 19th century weatherboard 

cottage with elaborate details and finishes including a central tower section, a 
feature that rises from the edge of the front verandah about a metre with its 
own hipped end roof like a blind dormer. It has a well landscaped front garden 
and makes a positive contribution to the streetscape 

Notes The cottage has been altered and modernised internally and has a single storey 
extension to the rear but retains its original form and later detail to its front 
elevation including its posted verandah 
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7.11 38 VICTORIA STREET, POTTS POINT 
 
Address 38 Victoria Street, Potts Point (Overcliff) 
Date c. 1868 
Description Double fronted weatherboard cottage with hipped, corrugated metal roof with 

posted verandah to the front  
History Built by builder William Shoults and sold in 1869 to Master Mariner William Dawson 

Mills 
Photos  

 
 

Plan  

 
 

SHI 2421379 
Significance Overcliff Cottage is a rare surviving example of a single storey weatherboard 

cottage with a pyramidal roof or double hipped roof and is the only known 
remaining timber cottage in Potts Point. It is unusual in having height ceilings, 
quality cedar joinery, an elegant and finely detailed timber staircase leading to 
a room in the roof with excellent view of the harbour and Woolloomooloo Bay in 
particular. The cottage is enhanced by its setting on the edge of an 
escarpment overlooking the harbour and aesthetically makes a very important 
contribution to the streetscape 

Notes The cottage has been altered and modernised internally and has a two storey 
extension to the rear but retains its original form and detail to its front elevation 
and its posted verandah 
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7.12 39 MOREHEAD STREET, REDFERN 
 
Address 39 Moorehead Street, Redfern 
Date c. early 1870s 
Description Double fronted weatherboard cottage with hipped, corrugated metal roof with 

posted verandah to the front  
History Built on part of the 1822 land grant to Edward Hall Smith that became part of 

the Cooper Estate part of which was later subdivided by James Ewart.  In 1873 
the house was occupied by painter Henry Joseph Merer 

Photos  

 
 

Plan  
 

SHI 2421009 
Significance 39 Morehead Street is the last remaining timber house of a former group that 

was rare and significant at the State level as the only identified, surviving group 
of late 19th century timber, ridge line, working class rental houses built on small 
lots within a subdivision pattern that reflects the land management practises of 
the late 19th century 'urban manor' in a colonial environment. This significance is 
enhanced by the mid 20th century destruction of other comparable 
combinations of topographically responsive, urban vernacular built forms using 
predominantly timber fabric; 19th century Australian adapatations of English 
methods for providing cheap working class housing; clear links to the spread of 
industrialisation beyond the city boundaries in the 1870s and 1880s; and links to 
the pre-urban and pre-industrial rural land use of dairying. The Morehead Street 
timber houses group illustrated in its layers of fabric a continuum from rural to 
industrial to post-industrial cultural environments in the form of domestic housing 
unequalled elsewhere in the State. This building is also historically important as it 
forms part of the Cooper Street Conservation Area, an area which developed in 
the c1880s as a working class subdivision, as evidenced by the traditional grid 
patterns, small blocks and night soil lanes. The area is associated with Soloman 
Levey and Daniel Cooper, both emancipated convicts who became prominent 
businessmen forming the successful company Cooper and Levey.  
This timber dwelling is historically significant as it demonstrates the working class 
nature of the area through its construction and detail.  
The building is aesthetically important as a rare surviving example of a timber 
dwelling Victorian Georgian style. The building is typical of this style of 
architecture being small in scale and unassuming in detail. It has a steep 
pitched roof and close eaves on all sides, characteristic of this period. The 
building has some landmark qualities being constructed on the property 
boundary and located on the prominent corner position of Morehead and 
Cooper Streets.  

Notes The cottage appears very intact and retains its gabled form and rear skillion and 
detail to its front elevation and its posted verandah 
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7.13 2 WOOD STREET, FOREST LODGE 
 
Address 2 Wood Street, Forest Lodge (Alpha) 
Date c. 1880 
Description Double fronted weatherboard cottage on a sandstone base with gabled, 

corrugated metal roof with verandah to the front on later brick piers 
History Originally forming part of land purchased by John Wood in 1831, the property is 

Lot 28 in the subdivision of Wood's land undertaken in 1876.  The cottage 
appears to have been erected around 1880 (the first in the street) for George 
Tumeth and stables were erected around 1885 for Johannes Theodore Joseph 
Brunning.  Brunning named the cottage Alpha. 

Photos  

 
 

Plan  

 
 

SHI Not listed – Contributory item in conservation area 
Significance 2 Wood Street is a modest example of a single storey, late Victorian cottage in 

the Georgian vernacular style erected c. 1880 probably by the then owner of 
the property, George Tumuth and a brick stable built c. 1885 possibly by 
Johannes Brunning.  The place has associations with John Wood (1811-1875) 
who erected the villa Glenwood on the early subdivision of the area and the 
Glebe that was set aside for the support of the Anglican Church in 1789.  The 
house was the first built in the street is partly intact in form but has been altered 
internally and externally.  The remnant brick stables are a rare, surviving 
example that demonstrates the early semi-commercial development of the 
area.  The property is of high significance at a local level. 

Source JOHD HIS May 2015 
Notes The cottage has been altered and modernised internally and has a two storey 

extension to the rear yard but retains its original form and detail to its front 
elevation where the posted verandah has been reinstated (2015) 
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